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determination to resort to "measures of compulsion" and
a threat of force as a bluff to secure a diplomatic victory,
and his readiness, if necessary, "to take prompt steps to
translate the threat into action"—provided he could feel
sure of British and French support. He told the Tsar on
January 9 that he believed a firm stand on Russia's part
would probably have the desired effect on Germany and
Turkey, "but the risk of serious European complications
must undoubtedly be kept in view." He was determined
that Russia must not accept the Liman von Sanders Mission
as a fait accompli, because "a yielding would be equivalent
to a political defeat and might have altogether ruinous
consequences." It would make Germany and her allies
more arrogant, and "in France and England there would be
strengthened the dangerous conviction that Russia will
accept any conditions whatever for the sake of preserving
peace. Once such convictions were strengthened in our
friend and our ally, the not very close solidarity of the
Triple Entente Powers might be finally broken up, and each
of them would endeavor to seek security for its interests
by making agreements with the Powers of the opposing
camp."
Sazonov feared particularly that England and Germany
might come to some separate solution of the Liman von
Sanders affair by changing the status of Admiral Limpus,
and then Russia would be left alone to face Germany.
"Russia would be finally left in complete political isolation,
Decause it would hardly be possible to reckon separately
even upon France, who also, even without this [possible
Anglo-German agreement], is inclined to sacrifice great
political interests for the sake of the financial advantages
of a settlement. ... If, however, the replies of France and
England [in regard to the use of measures of compulsion]
should be regarded as satisfactory, then, reserving all neces-
sary strength and caution for the complications necessity

